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CHARTER

ARTICLE 1. FORM OF GOVERNMENT
AND BOUNDARIES

Section 1.01. Form of government.

The municipal government provided by
this charter shall be known as the "council-
manager" government. Pursuant to its provi-
sions and subject only to the limitations
imposed by the state constitution, the stat-
utes of this state and by this charter, all
powers of the city shall be vested in an
elective council, hereinafter referred to as the
"city council," which shall enact local legisla-
tion, adopt budgets, determine policies and
appoint the city manager, who in turn shall
be held responsible to the city council for the
execution of the laws and the administration
of the government of the city. All powers of
the city shall be exercised in the manner
prescribed by this charter, or if the manner
be not prescribed, then in such manner as
may be prescribed by ordinance, the state
constitution or the statutes of this state.

Section 1.02. Incorporation.

The inhabitants of the City of Pearland in
Brazoria, Harris and Fort Bend Counties,
Texas, within the corporate limits as now
established and as hereafter altered, shall
continue to be and are hereby constituted a
municipal body politic and corporate, in per-
petuity, under the name "CITY OF
PEARLAND," hereinafter referred to as the
"city," and having such powers, privileges,
rights, duties and immunities as are herein
provided.

(Res. No. R94-22, §§ I(1), ITI, ratified 5-7-94,
approved 5-9-94; Amd. of 5-13-06)

Section 1.03. Annexation for all pur-
poses.

The city council shall have the power by
ordinance to fix the boundary limits of the
City of Pearland; and to provide for the
alteration and the extension of said boundary
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limits; and the annexation of additional ter-
ritory lying adjacent to the city, with or
without the consent of the territory and in-
habitants annexed, subject to such proce-
dural rules as may be prescribed by law.

Section 1.04. Detachment of territory.

Territory lying within the boundary limits
of the city and adjoining the outer boundary
of the city may be detached from the city by
ordinance following a petition and action as
specified in section 1.03 above; or by ordi-
nance following public notice and hearing as
in section 1.03 above; however, any territory
so detached shall be liable for its pro rata
share of any debts incurred while it was a
part of the city, and the city shall continue to
levy and collect taxes on the property within
said territory until indebtedness has been
discharged.

ARTICLE 2. POWERS OF THE CITY

Section 2.01. General.

The City of Pearland may use a corporate
seal; may sue and be sued; may contract and
be contracted with; may implead and be
impleaded in all courts in all matters what-
soever; may cooperate with the government
of the State of Texas or any agency thereof,
the federal government or any agency thereof,
or any political subdivision of the State of
Texas; and shall have all the powers granted
to home rule cities by the constitution and
laws of the State of Texas, together with all
the implied powers necessary to carry into
execution of all the powers granted. The city
may own or acquire property within or with-
out its boundaries for any municipal purpose
in fee simple or in any lesser interest or
estate, by purchase, gift, devise, lease, or
condemnation and may sell, hold, lease, man-
age, control and police any property now
owned by it or which it may hereafter ac-
quire, and shall have the right to lease or let
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its property whether inside or outside the
city limits, subject to the limitation hereinaf-
ter set out, and may construct, own, lease,
operate, and regulate the public utilities;
may assess, levy, and collect taxes for general
and special purposes on all lawful subjects of
taxation; may borrow money on the faith and
credit of the city by issuance and sale of
bonds, warrants or notes of the city; may
appropriate the money of the city for all
lawful purposes; may regulate and control
the use, for whatever purpose, of the streets
and other public places, may make and en-
force all police, health, sanitary and other
regulations; and may pass such ordinances
as may be expedient for the protection and
maintenance of good government, peace and
welfare of the city, for the performance of the
functions thereof, for the order and security
of its residents; and may provide suitable
penalties for the violation of any ordinance
enacted by the City of Pearland; and, except
as prohibited by the constitution and laws of
this state or restricted by this charter, the
city may exercise all municipal powers, func-
tions, rights, privileges and immunities of
every name and nature whatsoever.

Section 2.02. General powers adopted.

The enumeration of the particular powers
in this charter shall not be held or deemed to
be exclusive but in addition to the powers
enumerated herein or implied hereby or ap-
propriate to the exercise of such powers, the
city shall have and may exercise all power of
local self-government and all other powers
which, under the constitution and laws of the
State of Texas, it would be competent for this
charter specifically to enumerate. The City of
Pearland shall have and may exercise all the
powers enumerated in Article 1175, Chapter
13, Title 28, of the Revised Civil Statutes of
the State of Texas of 1925 as now or hereafter
amended.

Editor’s note—Most of the provisions of
the statutes cited in the above section have
been transferred to various Texas Codes.
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Section 2.03. Eminent domain.

The city shall have the full power and right
to exercise the power of eminent domain
when necessary or desirable to carry out any
of the powers conferred upon it by this char-
ter or by the constitution and laws of the
State of Texas. The city may exercise the
power of eminent domain in any manner
authorized or permitted by the constitution
and laws of this state. The power of eminent
domain hereby conferred shall include the
right of the city to take the fee in land so
condemned and such power and authority
shall include the right to condemn public
property for such purposes. The city shall
have and possess the power of condemnation
for any municipal or public purpose even
though not specifically enumerated in this
charter.

ARTICLE 3. THE CITY COUNCIL*

Section 3.01. Number,
term.

selection and

The legislative and governing body of the
city shall consist of mayor and seven (7)
councilmembers and shall be known as the
"city council of the City of Pearland, Brazoria,
Harris and Fort Bend Counties, Texas."

(a) The mayor shall be elected from the
city at large. The councilmembers shall
be elected from the city at large by
positions and shall be known as posi-
tions 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6 and 7.

(b) The mayor shall be the presiding offi-
cer of the city council and shall be
recognized as the head of the city
government for all ceremonial pur-
poses and by the governor for pur-
poses of military law. The mayor shall
be allowed to vote only in case of a tie
vote. The mayor shall not be included

*Code reference—Administration, Ch. 2.
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in any calculation of the number of
votes needed for the city council to
take any action authorized by this
charter, except when the mayor is
allowed to vote in the case of a tie
vote.

(¢) In the first election year after adop-
tion of the charter, two (2)
councilmembers shall be elected for
positions 1 and 5. In the second elec-
tion year after adoption of this char-
ter, the mayor and one (1)
councilmember for position 3 shall be
elected. In the third election year af-
ter adoption of this charter two (2)
councilmembers shall be elected for
positions 2 and 4. In the second elec-
tion year after the 2014 amendments
to this charter have been adopted,
Position 6 shall be created and elected.
In the third election year after the
adoption of the 2014 amendments to
this charter have been adopted, Posi-
tion 7 shall be created and elected.

(d) The mayor and each councilmember
shall hold office for a period of three
(3) years and until his/her successor is
elected and qualified. All elections shall
be held in the manner provided for by
this charter and the election laws of
the State of Texas.

(e) Councilmembers shall be limited to
two (2) full consecutive elected terms
of office, and there shall be no limita-
tion on the office of mayor.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(2), III,
ratified 5-7-94, approved 5-9-94; Amd. of 5-13-
06; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 3.02. Qualifications.

Each member of the city council shall be a
resident citizen of the City of Pearland, shall
be a qualified voter of the State of Texas,
shall have been such resident citizen of the
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City of Pearland for a period of not less than
six (6) months immediately preceding his/her
election, and shall not be indebted to the City
of Pearland. If the mayor or any
councilmember fails to maintain the forego-
ing qualifications or shall be absent from two
(2) regularly scheduled meetings within any
six-month period without valid excuse, the
city council must, at its next regular meeting,
declare a vacancy as set forth in section 3.06
of this charter. No member of the city council
of the City of Pearland shall hold any paid
position under the city government during
their term of office.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 3.03. Council to be judge of elec-
tion qualifications.

The city council shall be the judge of the
election and qualification of its own members
and other elected officials of the city.

Section 3.04. Compensation.

The city council shall recommend the com-
pensation to be received by its members for
attendance at its meetings with any changes
in compensation subject to voters' approval
by a simple majority at the next regular
election.

Code references—Mayor's salary, § 2-1;
councilmembers' salary, § 2-2.

Section 3.05. Mayor pro tem.

The city council at its first meeting after
election of councilmembers shall elect one (1)
of its members mayor pro tem, and he/she
shall perform all the duties of the mayor in
the absence or disability of the mayor.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 3.06. Vacancies.

Vacancies in the council of more than one
year, including the office of mayor, shall be
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filled at a special election which shall be
called by the remaining members of the coun-
cil.

A vacancy in the council of one year or less
for the office of mayor shall be filled at a
special election which shall be called by the
remaining members of council.

Vacancies in the council of one year or less,
except for the office of mayor, shall be filled
within thirty (30) days of the vacancy by a
supermajority vote of the remaining mem-
bers of the council by a selection of a person
qualified for the position as described in this
Charter other than a councilmember who has
been removed from office by a recall election
creating the vacancy being filled. In the event
the remaining members of the council do not
make an appointment to fill the vacancy by a
supermajority vote within thirty (30) days
after the vacancy was created, the vacancy
shall be filled by a majority vote of the
qualified voters at a special election called for
such purposes within one hundred and fifty

(150) days after such vacancy occurs.
(Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 3.07. Powers of the city council.

All powers and authority which are ex-
pressly or impliedly conferred on or pos-
sessed by the city shall be vested in and
exercised by the council; provided, that the
council shall have no power to exercise those
powers which are expressly conferred on other
city officers by this charter. Without limita-
tion of the foregoing, and among the other
powers that may be exercised by the council,
the following are hereby enumerated for
greater certainty:

(a) Establish, consolidate, or abolish ad-
ministrative departments and distrib-
ute the work of divisions, as specified
in section 4.13;

(b) Adopt the budget of the city;
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Authorize the issuance of bonds by a
bond ordinance;

Inquire into the conduct of any office,
department or agency of the city and
make investigations as to municipal
affairs;

Provide for such additional boards and
commissions, not otherwise provided
for in this charter, as may be neces-
sary, and to appoint, or remove the
members of all such boards and com-
missions. Such boards and commis-
sions shall have all powers and duties
now or hereafter conferred and cre-
ated by this charter, by city ordinance
or by law;

Adopt and modify the zoning plan and
the building codes of the city;

Adopt and modify the official map of
the city;

Regulate, license and fix the charges
or fares by any person, firm or corpo-
ration owning, operating or control-
ling any vehicle of any character used
for the carrying of passengers for hire
or the transportation of freight for
hire on the public streets and alleys of
the city;

Provide for the establishment and des-
ignation of fire limits and prescribe
the kind and character of buildings or
structures or improvements to be
erected therein and provide for the
erection of fireproof buildings within
said limits, and provide for the con-
demnation of dangerous structures or
buildings or dilapidated buildings, or
buildings calculated to increase the
fire hazard and prescribe the manner
of their removal or destruction within
said limits;

Set the salaries and compensation of
the city officers and employees;
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(k) Provide for a sanitary sewer and wa-
ter system and require property own-
ers to connect their premises with
sewer system and provide for penal-
ties for failure to make sanitary sewer
connections;

() Provide for sanitary garbage disposal,
and set fees and charges therefor, and
provide penalties for failure to pay
such fees and charges;

(m) Exercise exclusive dominion, control,
and jurisdiction, including the right to
close and abandon streets and alleys
in, upon, over and under the public
streets, avenues, sidewalks, alleys,
highways, boulevards and public
grounds of the city and provide for the
improvement of same as provided in
Article 1105b, Chapter 9, Title 28, of
the Revised Civil Statues of the State
of Texas of 1925, as now or hereafter
amended,;

(n) Compromise and settle any and all
claims and lawsuits of every kind and
character in favor of or against the
City of Pearland;

(o) And such other and further powers as
have been or may from time to time
hereafter be delegated to home rule
cities by the legislature of the State of
Texas, including the powers incident
to the exercise thereof;

(p) All powers of this charter shall be
vested in the city council. The council
shall conduct all business in official
meetings held and called pursuant to
the provisions of the charter and ap-
plicable laws of the State of Texas. No
individual member of the city council
shall have any power to act, investi-
gate, make appointments or inquire
into the conduct of any office, depart-
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ment or agency of the city without the
specific authorization of the city coun-
cil in an official meeting.
(Res. No. 82-16, § 3, ratified 4-3-82, approved
4-5-82)

Editor’s note—The statute cited in sub-
section (m) of the above section has been
transferred to V.T.C.A., Transportation Code
ch. 313.

Section 3.08. Meeting of the city coun-
cil.

The city council shall hold at least two (2)

regular meetings in each month at a time to
be fixed by said city council by ordinance or
resolution fixing the dates of such regular
meetings. As many additional special meet-
ings may be held during the month as may be
necessary for the transaction of all business
of the city and its citizens. All meetings shall
be public, except where authorized by law,
and shall be held at the city hall, provided,
however, the city council may designate an-
other place for such meetings after publish-
ing the due notice thereof in one (1) issue of
the official newspaper of said city. The city
secretary, upon written request of the mayor
or any two councilmembers, shall call special
meetings of the city council, notice of such
special meetings shall be given to each mem-
ber of the city council at least seventy-two
(72) hours before the start of the meeting,
which said notice shall state the date for such
meeting and the subject to be considered at
such meeting. Said notice to the city council
shall be sufficient if delivered to the
councilmembers in person, or in the event of
the inability to locate said councilmember
within the City of Pearland, Texas, delivery
of such notice to his or her home shall be
sufficient.
(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(3), III,
ratified 5-7-94, approved 5-9-94; Amd. of 5-13-
06; Amd. of 5-19-14)
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Section 3.09. Rules of procedure.

The city council shall determine its own
rules of procedure and may compel the atten-
dance of its members. Two-thirds (%/3) of the
qualified members of the city council, includ-
ing the mayor, shall constitute a quorum to
do business, and the affirmative vote of the
majority of those present shall be necessary
to adopt any ordinance or resolution. Min-
utes of the proceedings of all meetings of the
city council shall be kept, to which any citi-
zen may have access at all reasonable times
and which shall constitute one (1) of the
archives of the city. The vote upon the pas-
sage of all the ordinances and resolutions
shall be taken by roll call and so entered
upon the minutes, and every ordinance or
resolution, upon its final passage, shall be
recorded in a book kept for that purpose
under full caption, and shall be authenti-
cated by the signature of the presiding officer
and the person performing the duties of the
city secretary. Said ordinances or resolutions
and the voting records shall be published in
accordance with Article 3, section 3.10, of this
charter.

Section 3.10. Procedures for passing of
ordinances or resolutions.

Every ordinance shall be introduced in
written or printed form and, upon passage,
shall take effect at the time indicated therein,
provided that any ordinance imposing a pen-
alty, fine or forfeiture for a violation of its
provisions shall become effective not less
than ten (10) days from its publication in the
official city newspaper of the City of Pearland.
The city secretary shall give notice of the
passage of every ordinance imposing a pen-
alty, fine or forfeiture for a violation of the
provisions thereof by causing the caption or
title, including the penalty, of any such ordi-
nance to be published in the official newspa-
per of the City of Pearland at least once
within ten (10) days after the passage of said
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ordinance. He/She shall note on every ordi-
nance, the caption of which is hereby re-
quired to be published and on the record
thereof, the fact that the same has been
published as required by this charter and
date of such publication which shall be prima
facie evidence of the legal publication and
promulgation of such ordinance, provided that
the provisions of this section shall not apply
to the correction, amendment, revisions and
modification of the ordinances of the city for
publication in book or pamphlet form. Except
as otherwise provided by this charter, it shall
be necessary to the validity of any ordinance
that it shall be read and considered at two (2)
regular sessions of the city council. The re-
quirement of consideration and favorable ac-
tion on an ordinance at two (2) regular ses-
sions of the city council shall not apply, and
only one (1) reading at one (1) regular or
special meeting shall be required for the final
passage and approval of an ordinance relat-
ing to an immediate public emergency affect-
ing life, health, property or the public peace.
In the event an ordinance is adopted as an
emergency measure, a declaration of the spe-
cific emergency shall be expressed in the
caption and body of such ordinance, and such
ordinance shall not be adopted without the
affirmative vote of at least three-fourths (3/4)
of all members of the city council.

The reading aloud of the official number
assigned to the ordinance or resolution by the
secretary shall suffice as a reading, provided
printed copies of the ordinance or resolution
in the form required for adoption are avail-
able to all members of the city council and a
reasonable number of additional copies are
available to all interested citizens present at
the session. The city council may address
selected items by consent agenda in the ab-
sence of any objection by council. Ordinances
or resolutions may be read in their entirety
at the discretion of a majority of the city
council.
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Every ordinance or resolution shall be au-
thenticated by the signature of the mayor
and city secretary and shall be systemati-
cally recorded and indexed in an ordinance or
resolution book in a manner approved by the
council. It shall only be necessary to record
the caption or title of ordinances or resolu-
tions in the minutes or journal of council
meetings. The city council shall have power
to cause the ordinances or resolutions of the
city to be corrected, amended, revised and
modified and the ordinances printed in code
form as often as the council deems advisable;
and such printed code, when adopted by the
council, shall be in full force and effect. Such
printed code shall be admitted in evidence in
all courts and places without further proof.
(Res. No. 78-9, § 4, ratified 4-1-78, approved
4-3-78; Res. No. 82-16, § 3, ratified 4-3-82,
approved 4-5-82; Res. No. R90-14, § III, rat-
ified 5-5-90, approved 5-7-90; Res. No. R98-
38, § III, ratified 5-2-98, approved 5-11-98)

Section 3.11. Official bonds for city em-
ployees.

All city officers and such employees as the
city council may require shall, before enter-
ing upon the duties of their offices or employ-
ment of the City of Pearland, enter into a
good and sufficient fidelity bond in a sum to
be determined by the city council payable to
the City of Pearland and conditioned upon
the faithful discharge of the duties of such
persons and upon the faithful accounting of
all monies, credits, and things of value com-
ing into the hands of such persons, and such
bonds shall be signed as surety by some
company authorized to do business under the
laws of the State of Texas, and the premium
on such bonds shall be paid by the City of
Pearland, and such bonds must be acceptable
to the city council.

Section 3.12. Investigation by the city
council.

The city council shall have power to in-
quire into the conduct of any office, depart-
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ment, agency, officer or employee of the city
and to make investigations as to municipal
affairs, and for that purpose may subpoena
witnesses, administer oaths and compel the
production of books, papers, and other evi-
dence. Failure to obey such subpoena or to
produce books, papers or other evidence as
ordered under the provisions of this section
shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall be
punishable by fine not to exceed two hundred
dollars ($200.00).

Section 3.13. Audit and examination of
city books and accounts.

The city council shall cause an annual
audit to be made of the books and accounts of
each and every department of the city. At the
close of each fiscal year, a complete audit
shall be made by an independent certified
public accountant, who shall be selected by
the city council, and such audit shall include
a recapitulation of all audits made during the
course of the fiscal year, and all audit reports
shall be filed with the city council, shall be
available for public inspection, shall be made
a part of the archives of the city.

(Amd. of 5-19-14)

ARTICLE 4. ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICES

Section 4.01. City manager.

(a) Appointment and qualifications: The
city council shall appoint an administrative
and executive officer of the city who shall be
responsible to the city council for the admin-
istration of all the affairs of the city. He/She
shall be chosen by the council solely on the
basis of his/her executive and administrative
training, experience and ability. No member
of the city council shall, during the time for
which he/she is elected and for two (2) years
thereafter, be appointed city manager.
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(b) Term and salary: The city manager
shall not be appointed for a definite term but
may be removed at the will and pleasure of
the city council by a vote of the majority of
the entire city council. The action of the city
council in suspending or removing the city
manager shall be final, it being the intention
of this charter to vest all authority and fix all
responsibility of such suspension or removal
in the city council. In case of the absence or
disability of the city manager, the city council
may designate some qualified person to per-
form the duties of the office during such
absence or disability. The city manager shall
receive compensation as may be fixed by the
council.

(¢) Duties of the city manager:

(1) The city manager shall be responsible
to the city council for the efficient and
economical administration of the city
government. He/She shall have the
authority, with the approval of the
city council, to appoint and remove all
department heads. He/She shall have
the authority to appoint and remove
all other employees in the administra-
tive service of the city. He/She may
authorize the head of a department to
appoint and remove subordinates in
his/her respective department. Except
for the purpose of inquiry, the city
council and its members shall deal
with the administrative service solely
through the city manager.

(2) Prepare the budget annually and sub-
mit it to the city council and be respon-
sible for its administration after adop-
tion.

(3) Prepare and submit to the city council
as of the end of the fiscal year a
complete report on the finances and
administrative activities of the city
for the preceding year.
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(4) Keep the city council advised of the
financial condition and future needs
of the city and make such recommen-
dations as may seem desirable.

(5) Perform such duties as may be pre-
scribed by this charter or may be
required of him/her by the city coun-
cil, not inconsistent with this charter.

(Res. No. 86-12, § 3, ratified 4-5-86, approved
4-7-86; Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90,
approved 5-7-90; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(4), (5),
II1, ratified 5-7-94; approved 5-9-94)

Section 4.02. Department of police.

There shall be established and maintained
a department of police to preserve order
within the city and to secure the residents of
said city from violence and the property therein
from injury or loss.

(a) Chief of police: The chief of police shall
be the chief administrative officer of
the department of police. He/She shall,
with the approval of the city manager,
appoint and remove the employees of
said department and shall perform
such duties as may be required of
him/her by the city manager. The chief
of police shall be appointed by the city
manager, with the approval of the city
council, for an indefinite term. The
chief of police shall be responsible to
the city manager for the administra-
tion of his/her department and the
carrying out of the directives of the
city manager. He/She may be removed
from office by the city manager with
the approval of the city council.

(Res. No. 82-16, § 3, ratified 4-3-82, approved
4-5-82; Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90,
approved 5-8-90; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(6), I1I,
ratified 5-7-94; approved 5-9-94)

Code reference—Police, Ch. 24.

Section 4.03. City secretary.

There shall be a city secretary for the City
of Pearland. The city manager, with the ap-
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proval of the city council, shall appoint a
competent person as city secretary and such
assistants as the city council may deem ad-
visable. The city secretary, or an assistant
city secretary, shall give notice of council
meetings, shall keep the minutes of the pro-
ceedings of such meetings, and shall authen-
ticate by his/her signature and record in full
a book kept and indexed for the purpose all
ordinances and resolutions and shall perform
such other duties as the city manager shall
assign to him/her and those elsewhere pro-
vided in this charter and laws of the State of
Texas.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 4.04. Reserved.

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, repealed § 4.04, which per-
tained to department of taxation, and derived
from Res. No. 84-8, § 4, ratified April 7, 1984,
approved April 9, 1984; Res. No. R90-14,
§ III, ratified May 5, 1990, approved May 7,
1990; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(7), III, ratified
May 7, 1994; approved May 9, 1994,

Section 4.05. Department of finance.

There shall be established and maintained
a department of finance to administer the
financial affairs of the city. The city manager
with the approval of the city council shall
appoint a competent person as the director of
finance. The director of finance shall be the
official city treasurer and shall perform the
duties delegated to him/her by the city man-
ager and those which may be imposed upon
him/her by the laws of the State of Texas.
(Res. No. 82-16, § 3, ratified 4-3-82, approved
4-5-82; Res. No. R90-14, § ITI, ratified 5-5-90,
approved 5-7-90; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 4.06. Municipal court.

There shall be established and maintained
a court designated as a "municipal court" for
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the trial of misdemeanor offenses with all
such powers and duties as are now or here-
after may be prescribed by the laws of the
State of Texas relative to municipal or record-
er's court.

(a) The judge of said court shall be ap-
pointed by the city council and shall
be a licensed attorney and shall re-
ceive such salary as may be fixed by
the city council. The judge of said
court shall hold office at the pleasure
of the city council.

(b) There shall be a court clerk appointed
by the city manager with the approval
of the city council.

(c) The clerk and the deputy clerks shall
have the power to administer oaths
and affidavits, make certificates, affix
the seal of the court and perform all
acts usual and necessary by the court
clerk in issuing processes and conduct-
ing business of the court.

(d) The city council shall appoint other
licensed attorneys to act as temporary
judges of said court in case of disabil-
ity or absence of the judge of the
municipal court. The salaries of these
temporary judges are to be fixed by
city council.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(8), III,
ratified 5-7-94, approved 5-9-94)

Code reference—Municipal court, Ch. 18.

Section 4.07. City attorney.

The city council shall appoint a competent
attorney duly licensed in the State of Texas,
who shall be the city attorney. He/She shall
receive for his/her services such compensa-
tion as may be fixed by the city council and
shall hold his/her office at the pleasure of the
city council. The city attorney, or such other
attorneys selected by him/her with the ap-
proval of the city council, shall represent the
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city in all litigation. He/she shall answer
directly to the city council and shall be the
legal advisor of, attorney and counsel for, the
city and all officers and departments thereof.
(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Res. No. R2002-147, § II, rat-
ified 9-14-02, approved 9-17-02)

Section 4.08. Reserved.

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, repealed § 4.08 which per-
tained to department of health and sanita-
tion, and derived from Res. No. R90-14, § III,
ratified May 5, 1990, approved May 7, 1990;
Res. No. R94-22, §§ I(9), (10), III, ratified
May 7, 1994, approved May 9, 1994; and an
amendment adopted May 13, 2006.

Section 4.09. Fire department.

There shall be established and maintained
a fire department to provide fire suppression,
rescue, fire prevention and public fire educa-
tion services to the City. The city manager
with the approval of the city council shall
appoint a competent person as the fire chief.
The fire chief shall perform the duties dele-
gated to him/her by the city manager and
those which may be imposed upon him/her by
the laws of the State of Texas.

(Res. No. 86-12, § 3, ratified 4-5-86, approved
4-7-86; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, changed the title of § 4.09 from
"Volunteer fire department" to "Fire depart-
ment."

Cross reference—Fire prevention and pro-
tection, Ch. 10.

Section 4.10. Department
works.

of public

There shall be established and maintained
a department of public works in the City of
Pearland. The city manager, with the ap-
proval of the city council, shall appoint a
director of public works who shall be the
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administrator of this department. The depart-
ment of public works shall perform such
duties as maintenance of water and sewage
facilities, maintenance of streets, and such
other and further duties for the public at
large as may be assigned by the city man-
ager.

(Amd. of 5-19-14)

Code references—Building, Ch. 7; elec-
tricity, Ch. 9; garbage and trash, Ch. 12;
mobile homes, Ch. 17; plumbing and gas, Ch.
23; rights-of-way, Ch. 26; subdivisions, Ch.
27; utilities, Ch. 30.

Section 4.11. Reserved.

Editor’s note—Res. No. R94-22, §§ I(11),
ITI, ratified May 7, 1994, and approved May
9, 1994, provided for the deletion of Sec. 4.11,
Department of public safety, as amended by
Res. No. 78-9, § 4, ratified Apr. 1, 1978,
approved Apr. 3, 1978; and Res. No. 86-12,
§ 3, ratified Apr. 5, 1986, approved Apr. 7,
1986.

Section 4.12. Department of parks, rec-
reation and beautification.

There shall be established and maintained
a department of parks and recreation. The
city manager, with the approval of the city
council, shall appoint a director of parks and
recreation who shall be the administrator of
this department. The city council shall ap-
point an advisory park, recreation and beau-
tification board. The advisory park, recre-
ation and beautification board shall study
the recreation, park facilities and beautifica-
tion programs of the city and shall confer
with the director of parks and recreation and
advise him/her with respect to the develop-
ment and use of the city's parks, the recre-
ation programs and city beautification. The
advisory park, recreation and beautification
board shall recommend to the city council
rules for the use of parks, public grounds and
recreation facilities consistent with the ordi-
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nances of the city and the statutes of the
State of Texas and appropriate programs for
the beautification of the city.

(Res. No. 78-9, § 4, ratified 4-1-78, approved
4-3-78; Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90,
approved 5-7-90; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 4.13. Other departments.

The city council may abolish or consolidate
such offices and departments as it may deem
to be the best interests of the city and may
divide the administration of any such depart-
ments as it may deem advisable; may create
new offices or departments, and may discon-
tinue any offices or departments at its discre-
tion, except those specifically established by
this charter.

ARTICLE 5. ELECTIONS

Section 5.01. Regular elections.

City elections shall be held at a time estab-
lished by state law.
(Res. No. R90-14, ratified 5-5-90, approved
5-7-90; Res. No. R98-38, § III, ratified 5-2-98,
approved 5-11-98)

Section 5.02. Qualified voters.

All citizens qualified by the constitution
and laws of the State of Texas to vote in the
city and who satisfy the requirements for
registrations prescribed by law shall be qual-
ified voters of the city within the meaning of
this charter. :

Section 5.03. Conduct of elections.

The provisions of the general election laws,
as amended, of the State of Texas shall apply
to all elections, general and special, held
under this charter. All elections provided for
in the charter shall be conducted by the
election authorities established by law. The
council shall adopt any ordinances and/or
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regulations which it considers desirable, con-
sistent with the election laws of the State of
Texas and this charter.

Section 5.04. Filing for office.

Any qualified citizen who desires to be-
come a candidate for city office shall file with
the mayor or, if designated by the mayor, the
city secretary, a signed application and oath
for his/her name to appear on the ballot. The
application must be filed at least forty-five
(45) days prior to the election.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 5.05. Ballots.

The positions of the several members of

the council shall be designated on the official
ballot as member of the council, position
number 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7. Each candidate
shall indicate the position which he/she de-
sires to fill. Incumbent councilmembers seek-
ing reelection must file for the position for
which they were originally elected. Candi-
dates for all positions may reside in any
portion of the city. The names of all candi-
dates for office, except such as may have
withdrawn, died or became ineligible, shall
be printed on the official ballots without
party designations in the order determined
in a drawing of lots conducted by the city
secretary. All official ballots shall be printed
at least twenty (20) days prior to the date of
any general election, and early voting shall
be governed by the general election laws of
the State of Texas.
(Res. No. 74-7, § 3, ratified 4-6-74, approved
4-15-74; Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-
90, approved 5-7-90; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(12),
I11, ratified 5-7-94, approved 5-9-94; Amd. of
5-19-14)

Section 5.06. Election by majority.

At any general or special municipal elec-
tion, the candidate for each office who has
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received a majority of all votes cast for his/
her particular office shall be declared elected.
A runoff election shall be ordered by the
mayor, or if he/she fails to do so, by the
council in the event any candidate fails to
receive a majority of all votes cast for his/her
particular office. The date for the election
shall be ordered and held in a timely manner
as prescribed by the general election laws of
the State of Texas. The two (2) candidates
who receive the largest number of votes cast
for each particular office requiring a runoff
election shall again be voted for. The candi-
date receiving the largest number of votes in
the runoff election shall be declared elected.
The city secretary shall give notice of such
runoff election by causing said notice to be
published in accordance with Texas Election
Laws.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Res. No. R94-22, §§ I1(13),
ratified 5-7-94, approved 5-9-94)

ARTICLE 6. LEGISLATION BY THE
PEOPLE, RECALL, INITIATIVE AND
REFERENDUM

Section 6.01. General power.

The qualified voters of the City of Pearland,
in addition to the method of legislation here-
inabove provided, shall have the power of
direct legislation by the recall, initiative and
referendum.

(Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(14), II1, ratified 5-7-94,
approved 5-9-94)

Section 6.02. Scope of recall.

Any elected city official, whether elected to
office by the qualified voters of the city or
appointed by the city council to fill a vacancy,
shall be subject to recall and removal from
office by the qualified voters of the city on
grounds of incompetency, misconduct or mal-
feasance in office.
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Section 6.03. Petition for recall.

Before the question of recall of such officers
shall be submitted to the qualified voters of
the city, a petition demanding such question
to be so submitted shall first be filed with the
person performing the duties of city secre-
tary; which said petition shall be signed by
qualified voters of the city equal in number to
at least thirty (30) per cent of the number of
votes cast at the last regular municipal elec-
tion of the city, for the position in question,
but in no such event less than one hundred
fifty (150) such petitioners. The printed name
of each signer must appear on the petition.
Each signer shall personally sign his/her
name thereto in ink and date the petition,
specifying the day, month and year. The signer
must provide his/her voter registration num-
ber and county of registration. The signer
must also include his/her address including
the street name, number and zip code.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Res. No. R98-38, § III, ratified
5-2-98, approved 5-11-98)

Section 6.04. Form of recall petition.

The recall petition must be addressed to
the city council of the City of Pearland, must
distinctly and specifically point out the ground
or grounds upon which such petition for
removal is predicated, and if there be more
than one (1) ground, such as for incompe-
tency, misconduct or malfeasance in office,
shall specifically state each ground with such
certainty as to give the officer sought to be
removed notice of the matters and things
with which he/she is charged.

One (1) of the signers of each separate
petition shall make a notarized affidavit that
he/she and he/she only personally circulated
such petition and that each signature ap-
pended thereto was made in his/her presence
and is the genuine signature of the person
whose name it purports to be.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)
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Section 6.05. Various papers constitut-
ing petition.

The petition may consist of one (1) or more
copies, and the several parts of copies of the
petition may be filed separately and by dif-
ferent persons; but no signatures to such
petition shall remain effective or be counted
which were placed thereon more than forty-
five (45) days prior to the filing of such
petition or petitions with the person perform-
ing the duties of city secretary. All papers
comprising a recall petition shall be filed
with the person performing the duties of city
secretary on the same day, and the said city
secretary shall immediately notify, in writ-
ing, the officer so sought to be removed by
mailing such notice by certified mail to his/
her Pearland mailing address.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 6.06. Presentation of petition to
city council.

Within five (5) days after the date of the
filing of the papers constituting the recall
petition, the person performing the duties of
city secretary shall certify such petition or
return same to petitioners for correction.
After certification, the person performing the
duties of city secretary shall present such
petition to the city council of the City of
Pearland at the next regular meeting.

Section 6.07. Public hearing to be held.

The officer whose removal is sought may,
within five (5) days after such recall petition
has been presented to the city council, re-
quest that a public hearing be held to permit
him/her to present facts pertinent to the
charges specified in the recall petition. In
this event, the city council shall order such
public hearing to be held not less than five (5)
days nor more than fifteen (15) days after
receiving such request for a public hearing.
(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)
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Section 6.08. Election to be called.

If the officer whose removal is sought does
not resign, it shall become the ministerial
duty of the city council to order an election,
fix a date for holding such recall election, and
discharge any other duties imposed upon
said council by the provisions of this Charter
and state law. The date for the election shall
be ordered and held in a timely manner as
prescribed by the general election laws of the
State of Texas.

(Res. No. R94-22, § 1I(15), I11, ratified 5-7-94,
approved 5-9-94; Res. No. R98-38, § III, rat-
ified 5-2-98, approved 5-11-98)

Section 6.09. Ballots in recall election.

Ballots used at recall elections shall con-
form to the following requirements:

(a) With respect to each person whose
removal is sought, the question shall
be submitted:

"Shall (name of person) be removed
from the office of (name of office) by
recall?"

(b) Immediately below each such ques-
tion there shall be printed the follow-
ing words, one above the other, in the
order indicated:

IIYESII
IlNOll

Section 6.10. Result of recall election.

If a majority of the votes cast at a recall
election shall be "NO," that is, against the
recall of the person named on the ballot,
he/she shall continue in office for the remain-
der of his/her unexpired term, subject to
recall as before. If a majority of the votes cast
at such election be "Yes," that is for recall of
the person named on the ballot, he/she shall,
regardless of any technical defects in the
recall petition, be deemed removed from of-
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fice, and the vacancy be filled as vacancies in
the city council are filled, as provided in this
charter.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 6.11. Recall,
thereon.

restrictions

No recall petition shall be filed against any
officer of the City of Pearland within three (3)
months after his/her election nor within three
(3) months after an election for such officer's
recall.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 6.12. Reserved.

Editor’s note—Section III of Res. No.
R98-38, ratified on May 2, 1998 and approved
on May 11, 1998, repealed § 6.12 which
pertained to failure of city council to call an
election and derived from the original charter
adopted February 6, 1971.

Section 6.13. Initiative.

Qualified voters of the City of Pearland
may initiate legislation by submitting a peti-
tion addressed to the city council which re-
quests the submission of a proposed ordi-
nance or resolution to a vote of the qualified
voters of the city. Said petition must be
signed by qualified voters of the city in num-
ber of at least thirty (30) per cent of the
number cast at the regular last municipal
election of the city, or one hundred fifty (150)
qualified voters, whichever is greater, and
each copy of the petition shall have attached
to it a copy of the proposed legislation. The
petition shall be signed as provided in section
6.03 of this charter. The petition may consist
of one (1) or more notarized copies as permit-
ted in section 6.05 of this charter. Such peti-
tion shall be filed with the person performing
the duties of city secretary. Within five (5)
days after the filing of such petition, the
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person performing the duties of city secretary
shall certify such petition or return same to
petitioners. After certification, the person per-
forming the duties of the city secretary shall
present said petition and proposed ordinance
or resolution to the city council at the next
regular meeting. Upon presentation to the
city council of the petition and draft of the
proposed ordinance or resolution, it shall
become the duty of the city council within ten
(10) days after receipt thereof, to pass and
adopt such ordinance or resolution without
alteration as to meaning or effect in the
opinion of the persons filing the petition,
except changes made to comply with federal
or state laws, or to call a special election, to
be held within thirty (30) days thereafter, at
which the qualified voters of the City of
Pearland shall vote on the question of adopt-
ing or rejecting the proposed legislation with
any City Council proposed changes made to
comply with federal or state laws. However, if
any other municipal election is to be held
within sixty (60) days after the filing of the
petition, the question may be voted on at
such election. No ordinance shall be proposed
by an initiative petition which is on the same
subject as an ordinance so submitted and
defeated at an election held within the pro-
ceeding twelve (12) months.

(Amd. of 5-13-06; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 6.14. Referendum.

Qualified voters of the City of Pearland
may require that any ordinance or resolution
with the exception of ordinances or resolution
levying taxes or issuing tax or revenue bonds,
passed by the city council be submitted to the
voters of the city for approval or disapproval
by submitting a petition for this purpose
within thirty (30) days after final passage of
said ordinances or resolution or within thirty
(30) days after is publication. Said petition
shall be addressed, prepared, signed and
verified as required for petitions initiating
legislation, as provided in section 6.13 of this
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charter and shall be submitted to the person
performing the duties of city secretary. Upon
the filing of such petition, the city secretary
shall present said petition to the city council
at the next regular meeting of the city coun-
cil. Thereupon the city council shall at the
same meeting reconsider such ordinance or
resolution and if it does not entirely repeal
the same, shall submit it to popular vote as
provided in section 6.13 of this charter. Pend-
ing the holding of such election, such ordi-
nance or resolution shall be suspended from
taking effect and shall not later take effect
unless a majority of the qualified voters vot-
ing thereon at such election shall vote in
favor thereof.

(Amd. of 5-13-06)

Section 6.15. Voluntary submission of
legislation by the council.

The city council upon its own motion and
by a majority of its members, may submit to
popular vote at any election for adoption or
rejection any proposed ordinance or resolu-
tion or measure or may submit for repeal any
existing ordinance, resolution or measure, in
the same manner and with the same force
and effect as provided in this article for
submission on petition and may in its discre-
tion call a special election for this purpose.

Section 6.16. Form of ballots.

The ballots used when voting upon such
proposed and referred ordinances, resolu-
tions or measures shall set forth their nature
sufficiently to identify them and shall also set
forth upon separate lines the words:

"For the ordinance" and
"Against the ordinance," or
"For the resolution" and
"Against the resolution."

Section 6.17. Publication of proposed
and referred ordinances.

The person performing the duties of city
secretary shall publish at least once in a
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newspaper of general circulation published
in the city the proposed or referred ordinance
or resolution within fifteen (15) days before
the date of the election and shall give other
notices and do such things relative to such
elections as are required in general munici-
pal elections or by the ordinance or resolution
calling said election.

Section 6.18. Adoption of ordinances.

If a majority of the qualified voters voting
on any proposed ordinance or resolution or
measure shall vote in favor thereof, it shall
thereupon, or at any time fixed therein be-
come effective as a law or a mandatory order
to the city council.

Section 6.19. Inconsistent ordinances.

If the provisions of two (2) or more pro-
posed ordinances or resolutions approved at
the same election are inconsistent, the ordi-
nance or resolution receiving the highest
number of votes shall prevail.

Section 6.20. Ordinances passed by pop-
ular vote, repeal or amend-
ment.

No ordinances or resolutions which may
have been passed by the city council upon a
petition or adopted by popular vote under the
provisions of this article shall be repealed or
amended except by the city council in re-
sponse to a referendum petition or by submis-
sion as provided in section 6.15 of this char-

ter or to comply with federal or state law.
(Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 6.21. Further regulation by city
council.

The city council may pass ordinances or
resolutions providing other and further reg-
ulations for carrying out the provisions of
this article consistent herewith.
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Section 6.22. Franchise ordinances.

Nothing contained in this article shall be
construed to be in conflict with any of the
provisions of Article 9 of this charter, pertain-
ing to ordinances granting franchises when
valuable rights shall have accrued thereun-
der.

ARTICLE 7. MUNICIPAL PLANNING
AND ZONING*

Section 7.01. Planning and zoning com-
mission.

The city council shall appoint a city plan-
ning and zoning commission, consisting of
seven (7) members, who shall be residents of
the City of Pearland, real property owners,
and shall not be employees of the city.

(a) Term of office: Seven (7) members will
be appointed in 1971 within thirty
(30) days after the regular city elec-
tion. The first two (2) members will be
appointed for a one-year term. The
next two (2) members will be ap-
pointed for a two-year term. The last
three (3) members will be appointed
for a three-year term. All reappoint-
ments after the original appointments
will be for three-year terms.

(b) Rules of procedure: The commission
shall elect, annually, one (1) of its
number chairperson and shall estab-
lish its own rules of procedure which
shall include the following: A quorum
shall consist of a majority of the mem-
bers of the commission and an affir-
mative vote of a majority of those
present shall be necessary to pass
upon pending questions. All meetings
shall be open to the public and a
record of all proceedings shall be kept

*Code reference—Subdivisions, Ch. 27.
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by the person performing the duties of
the city secretary and shall be a public
record.

Vacancies: Members on the planning
and zoning commission shall be accom-
panied by active participation in the
activities of the commission, and any
member who is absent from three (3)
consecutive meetings of the commis-
sion without valid excuse as deter-
mined by the commission, shall auto-
matically be dismissed from
membership. The commission shall at
once notify the city council that a
vacancy in the commission exists. Va-
cancies occurring in the commission,
for whatever reason, shall be filled
within thirty (30) days by appoint-
ment by the city council for the re-
mainder of the unexpired term.

Powers and duties: The commission
shall have the power and shall be
required to:

(1) Amend, extend and add to the
master plan for the physical de-
velopment of the city.

(2) Recommend, approve or disap-
prove plats of proposed subdivi-
sions submitted in accordance
with city ordinance as adopted or
hereafter amended.

(3) Recommend to the city council
approval or disapproval of pro-
posed changes in the zoning plan.

(4) Make and recommend to the city
council for adoption, plans for the
clearance and rebuilding of slum
districts and blighted areas which
may develop within the city.

(5) Recommend to the city council
the amendment, extension and
revision of the building code,
which code shall include the min-
imum standards of construction
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for building, the minimum stan-
dards for plumbing and the min-
imum standards for wiring.

(6) Submit annually to the city man-
ager, not less than ninety (90)
days prior to the beginning of the
budget year, a list of recommen-
dations for capital improvements
which, in the opinion of the com-
mission, are necessary or desir-
able to be constructed during the
forthcoming five (5) years. Such
list shall be arranged in order of
preference, with recommenda-
tions as to which projects shall be
constructed in which year.

(7) Meet no less than once each
month, meetings to be held at the
city hall unless prior notice of
change of meeting place be given
by publication in a newspaper in
general circulation in the City of
Pearland.

(8) Planning commission to be
granted all powers as outlined by
civil statutes of the State of Texas.

(e) Liaison with city council: The city
manager or his/her representative shall
attend the meetings of the planning
and zoning commission and shall serve
as liaison between the commission
and the city council.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 7.02. Reserved.

Editor’s note—Res. No. R94-22, §§ I(17),
III, ratified May 7, 1994, approved May 9,
1994, provided for the deletion of Sec. 7.02,
Zoning board of adjustment, as amended by
Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified May 5, 1990,
approved May 7, 1990; and Res. No. R94-22,
§ I(16), III, ratified May 7, 1994, approved
May 9, 1994.
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Section 7.03. Platting of property.

Hereafter, every owner of any tract of land
situated within the corporate limits of the
City of Pearland or its extraterritorial zones,
who may divide the same in two (2) or more
parts for the purpose of laying out any sub-
division or any addition to the city shall
comply with all applicable provisions con-
tained in the code of ordinances of the city, as
adopted or hereafter amended.

(Res. No. 78-9, § 4, ratified 4-1-78, approved
4-3-78)

Section 7.04. Development of property.

The city council shall cooperate in every
manner possible with persons interested in
the development of property within or be-
yond the city limits. No expenditure of public
funds, however, shall be authorized for the
development of privately owned subdivisions
situated within or beyond the corporate lim-
its of the city, except for the extension of
utilities or services to such areas.

ARTICLE 8. MUNICIPAL FINANCE

Section 8.01. Fiscal year.

The fiscal year of the City of Pearland shall
begin at the first day of October and shall end
on the last day of September of each calendar
year. Such fiscal year shall constitute the
budget and accounting year.

Section 8.02. Preparation and submis-
sion of budget.

The city manager, between sixty (60) and
ninety (90) days prior to the beginning of
each fiscal year, shall submit to the council a
proposed budget, which budget shall provide
a complete financial plan for the fiscal year
and shall contain the following:

(a) A budget message, explanatory of the
budget, which message shall contain
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an outline of the proposed financial
policies of the city for the fiscal year,
shall set forth the reasons for salient
changes from the previous fiscal year
in expenditures and revenue items,
and shall explain any major changes
in financial policy.

(b) A consolidated statement of antici-
pated receipts and proposed expendi-
tures for all funds.

(¢) An analysis of property valuations.
(d) An analysis of tax rates.

(e) Tax levies and tax collections by years
for at least the immediate past five (5)
years.

() General funds resources in detail.
(g) Special funds resources in detail.

(h) Summary of proposed expenditures
by function, department and activity.

(i) Detailed estimates of expenditures
shown separately for each activity to
support the summary (h) above.

() A revenue and expense statement for
all types of bonds, time warrants and
other indebtedness.

(k) A description of all bond issues, time
warrants and other indebtedness out-
standing, showing rate of interest, date
of issue, maturity date, amount autho-
rized, amount issued and amount out-
standing.

(1) A schedule of requirements for the
principal and interest of each issue of
bonds, time warrants and other indebt-
edness.

(m) The appropriation ordinance.

(n) The tax levying ordinance.
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Section 8.03. Anticipated revenues com-
pared with other years in
budget.

In preparing the budget, the city manager
shall place in parallel columns opposite the
several items of revenue the actual amount of
each item for the last completed fiscal year,
the estimated amount for the current fiscal
year, and the proposed amount for the ensu-
ing fiscal year.

Section 8.04. Proposed expenditures
compared with other
years.

The city manager, in the preparation of the
budget, shall place in parallel columns oppo-
site the various items of expenditures the
actual amount of such items of expenditures
for the last completed fiscal year, the esti-
mated amount for the current fiscal year, and
the proposed amount for the ensuing fiscal
year.

Section 8.05. Budget a public record.

The budget and all supporting schedules
shall be filed with the person performing the
duties of city secretary, submitted to the
council and shall be a public record.

Section 8.06. Notice of public hearing
on budget.

In accordance with state law, the city coun-
cil shall cause to be published in the official
newspaper of the City of Pearland a notice of
the hearing setting forth the date, time and
place of the public hearing on the submitted
budget.

(Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 8.07. Public hearing of budget.

At the time and place set forth in the notice
required by section 8.06, or at any time and
place to which such public hearing shall from
time to time be adjourned, the city council

CHT:22



CHARTER

shall hold a public hearing on the budget
submitted, and all interested persons shall
be given an opportunity to be heard for or
against any item or amount of any item
therein contained.

Section 8.08. Amendment before adop-
tion.

After the hearing, the City Council may
adopt the budget with or without amend-
ment. In amending the budget, it may add or
increase programs or amounts, provided that
no amendment to the budget shall increase
the authorized expenditures to an amount
greater than the total of estimated income
plus funds available from prior years.

(Amd. of 5-19-14)

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, repealed the former § 8.08 and
enacted a new § 8.08 as set out herein. The
former § 8.08 pertained to proceedings on
budget after public hearings, and derived
from the original charter adopted February
6, 1971.

Section 8.09. Vote required for adop-
tion.

The budget shall be adopted by a majority
of the members of the whole city council.

Section 8.10. Date of final adoption.

The budget shall be adopted no later than
the last regularly scheduled council meeting
of September to allow compliance with the
state tax laws, and should the city council fail
to so adopt a budget, the then existing bud-
get, together with its tax levying ordinance
and its appropriation ordinance, shall be
deemed adopted for the ensuing fiscal year.
(Res. No. R2010-68, § I, 5-17-10; Amd. of
5-19-14)

Section 8.11. Effective date of budget;
certification; public avail-
ability.

Upon final adoption, the budget shall be in
effect for the fiscal year. A copy of the budget,
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as finally adopted, shall be filed with the
person performing the duties of city secretary
and the county clerk of Brazoria County. The
final budget shall be published on the City's
website made available for the use of all
offices, departments, and agencies and for
the use of interested persons and civic orga-
nizations.

(Res. No. R94-22, §§ I(18), III, ratified 5-7-94,
approved 5-9-94; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, changed the title of § 8.11 from
"Effective date of budget; certification; copies
made available" to "Effective date of budget;
certification; public availability."

Section 8.12. Budget established appro-
priations.

From the effective date of the budget, the
several amounts stated therein as proposed
expenditures shall be and become appropri-
ated to the several objects and purposes
therein named.

Section 8.13. Budget established amount
to be raised by property
tax.

From the effective date of the budget, the
amount stated therein as the amount to be
raised by property tax shall constitute a
determination of the amount of the levy for
the purposes of the city in the corresponding
tax year; provided, however, that in no event
shall such levy exceed the legal limit pro-
vided by the laws and constitution of the
State of Texas.

Section 8.14. Contingent appropriation.

Provision shall be made in the annual
budget and in the appropriation ordinance
for a contingent appropriation in an amount
not to exceed one (1) per centum of the
general fund expenditures to be used in case
of unforeseen items of expenditures. Such
contingent appropriation shall be under the
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control of the city manager and distributed
by him/her after approval by the city council.
(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 8.15. Estimated expenditures
shall not exceed estimated
resources.

The total estimated expenditures of the
general fund and debt service fund shall not
exceed the total estimated resources of each
fund (prospective income plus cash on hand).
The classification of revenue and expenditure
accounts shall conform as nearly as local
conditions will permit to the uniform classi-
fication as promulgated by the National Com-
mittee on Government Accounting or some
other nationally accepted classification.

Section 8.16. Emergency
tions.

appropria-

At any time in any fiscal year, the council
may, pursuant to this section, make emer-
gency appropriations to meet a pressing need
for public expenditure, for other than regular
or recurring requirements, to protect the
public health, safety or welfare. Such appro-
priations shall be by ordinance adopted by
the majority vote of the councilmembers at
one (1) special or regular meeting.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90)

Section 8.17. Purchase procedure.

All purchases made and contracts exe-
cuted by the city shall be pursuant to a
requisition from the head of the office, depart-
ment or agency whose appropriation will be
charged, and no contract or order shall be
binding upon the city unless and until the
city manager certifies that there is to the
credit of such office, department or agency a
sufficient unencumbered appropriation and
allotment balance to pay for the supplies,
materials, equipment, or contractual services
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for which the contract or order is issued. All
purchases made and contracts executed by
the city shall be made in accordance with the
requirements of this charter and all applica-
ble requirements of the Constitution and
Statutes of the State of Texas. All contracts
for purchases or expenditures must be ex-
pressly approved in advance by the council,
except that the council may by ordinance
confer upon the city manager, general author-
ity to contract for expenditures without fur-
ther approval of the council for all budgeted
items the cost of which does not exceed the
constitutional and statutory requirements for
competitive bidding.

(Res. No. 74-7, § 3, ratified 4-6-74, approved
4-15-74; Res. No. 82-16, § 3, ratified 4-3-82,
approved 4-5-82)

Section 8.18. Disbursement of funds.

All checks, vouchers or warrants for the
withdrawal of money from the city depository
shall be signed by the city manager or the
mayor, and countersigned by the city secre-
tary, or the city treasurer.

(Amd. of 5-19-14)

Section 8.19. Power to tax.

The city council shall have the power, and
is hereby authorized to levy and collect an
annual tax upon all real and personal prop-
erty within the city not to exceed the maxi-
mum limits set by the constitution and laws
of the State of Texas as they now exist, or as
they may be amended.

(Res. No. 84-8, § 4, ratified 4-7-84, approved
4-9-84)

Section 8.20. Property subject to tax;
rendition, appraisal and
assessment.

All real and tangible and intangible per-
sonal property within the jurisdiction of the
City of Pearland not expressly exempted by
laws shall be subject to annual taxation. The
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method and procedures for the rendition,
appraisal and assessment of all real and
personal property within the city shall be in
accordance with applicable provisions of the
Property Tax Code of the State of Texas as
now or hereafter amended.
(Res. No. 84-8, § 4, ratified 4-7-84, approved
4-9-84)

Editor’s note—The Property Tax Code is
in VT.C.A., Tax Code ch. 1 et seq.

Section 8.21. Taxes, when due and pay-
able.

All taxes due the City of Pearland shall be
payable to the office of the city assessor-
collector on receipt of the tax bill and shall be
considered delinquent if not paid before Feb-
ruary first of the year following the year in
which imposed. The postponement of any
delinquency date and the amount of penalty,
interest and costs to be imposed on delin-
quent taxes shall be in accordance with ap-
plicable ordinances of the City of Pearland
and the Property Tax Code of the State of
Texas.

(Res. No. 84-8, § 4, ratified 4-7-84, approved
4-9-84)

Editor’s note—Res. No. 84-8, ratified April
7, 1984, approved April 9, 1984, repealed
§§ 8.21—823 relative to the board of equal-
ization. Further, §§ 8.24—8.27 were renum-
bered as 8.21—8.24.

Section 8.22. Tax liens.

(a) Except for such restrictions imposed by
law, the tax levied by the city is hereby
declared to be a lien, charge, or encumbrance
upon the property upon which the tax is due,
which lien, charge or encumbrance the city is
entitled to enforce and foreclose in any court
having jurisdiction over the same, and the
lien, charge or encumbrance on the property
in favor of the city, for the amount of taxes
due on such property is such as to give the
state courts jurisdiction to enforce and fore-
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close said lien on the property on which the
tax is due, not only as against any resident of
this state or person whose residence is un-
known, but also as against nonresidents. All
taxes upon real estate shall especially be a
lien and a charge upon the property which
the taxes are due, which lien may be fore-
closed in any court having jurisdiction. The
city's tax lien shall exist from January first in
each year until the taxes are paid, and limi-
tations as to seizures and suits for collection
of taxes shall be as prescribed by state law.

(b) Except for such exemptions and restric-
tions imposed by law, all persons, associa-
tions, corporations, firms and partnerships
owning or holding personal property or real
property in the City of Pearland on January
first of each year shall be liable for city taxes
levied thereon for each year. The tangible
personal property of all persons, associations,
corporations, firms or partnerships owning
any taxes to the City of Pearland is hereby
made liable for all said taxes, whether the
same be due upon personal or real property
or upon both.

(c) All seizure and foreclosure proceedings
shall be commenced no later than three (3)
years after taxes first become delinquent.
(Res. No. 84-8, § 4, ratified 4-7-84, approved
4-9-84; Amd. of 5-19-14)

Note—See the editor's note following § 8.21.

Section 8.23. Tax remission and dis-
counts.

Except as provided by state law, neither
the city council nor any other official of the
city shall ever extend the time for payment of
taxes nor remit, discount or compromise any
tax legally due the city, nor waive the pen-
alty, interest and costs that may be due
thereon to or for any person, association,
corporation, firm or partnership owing taxes
to the city for such year or years.

(Res. No. 84-6, § 4, ratified 4-7-84, approved
4-9-84)
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Section 8.24. Issuance of bonds.

The City of Pearland shall have the power
to issue bonds and levy a tax to support the
issue for permanent improvements and all
other lawful purposes.

(a) General obligation bonds: The city shall
have the power to borrow money on
the credit of the city and to issue
general obligation bonds for perma-
nent public improvements or for any
other public purpose not prohibited by
the constitution and laws of the State
of Texas and to issue refunding bonds
to refund outstanding bonds of the
city previously issued. All such bonds
shall be issued in conformity with the
laws of the State of Texas and shall be
used only for the purpose for which
they were issued.

(b) Revenue bonds: The city shall have
the power to borrow money for the
purpose of constructing, purchasing,
improving, extending or repairing of
public utilities, recreational facilities
or any other self-liquidating munici-
pal function not prohibited by the
constitution and laws of the State of
Texas and to issue revenue bonds to
evidence the obligation created thereby,
and to issue refunding bonds to re-
fund outstanding revenue bonds of
the city previously issued. All such
bonds shall be issued in conformity
with the laws of the State of Texas
and shall be used only for the purpose
for which they were issued.

(¢) Sale of bonds: No bonds (other than
refunding bonds issued to refund and
in exchange of previously issued out-
standing bonds) issued by the city
shall be sold for less than par value
and accrued interest. All bonds of the
city having been issued or sold in
accordance with the terms of this sec-
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tion and having been delivered to the
purchasers thereof shall thereafter be
incontestable, and all bonds issued to
refund and in exchange of outstand-
ing bonds previously issued shall, af-
ter said exchange, be incontestable.
(Res. No. 84-8, § 4, ratified 4-7-84, approved
4-9-84)
Note—See the editor's note following § 8.21.

ARTICLE 9. FRANCHISES AND
PUBLIC UTILITIES

Section 9.01. Powers of the city.

In addition to the city's powers to buy,
construct, lease, maintain, operate, and reg-
ulate public utilities and to manufacture,
distribute, and sell the output of such utility
operations, the city shall have such further
powers as may now or thereafter be granted
under the constitution and laws of the State
of Texas.

Section 9.02. Power to grant franchise.

The council shall have the power, by ordi-
nance, to grant, renew, extend and amend all
franchises of all public utilities, including
cable television or community antenna tele-
vision systems, of every character operating
within the city. No franchise shall be for an
indeterminate period, and no franchise shall
be granted for a term of more than fifty (50)
years from the date of the grant, renewal or
extension.

Section 9.03. Grant not to be exclusive.

No grant or franchise to construct, main-
tain, or operate a public utility and no re-
newal or extension of any such grant shall be
exclusive.

Section 9.04. Ordinances granting fran-
chise.

All ordinances granting, renewing, extend-
ing or amending a public utility franchise
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shall be read at two (2) separate regular
meetings of the council, and shall not be
finally passed until thirty (30) days after the
first reading; and no such ordinance shall
take effect until thirty (30) days after its final
passage; and the full text of such ordinance
shall be published once, within fifteen (15)
days following the first reading, in the official
newspaper of the city, and the expense of
such publication shall be borne by the pro-
spective franchise holder.

Section 9.05. Transfer of franchise.

No public utility franchise shall be trans-
ferable except with the approval of the coun-
cil expressed by ordinance. The term "trans-
ferable," as used herein, shall not be construed
in such a manner as to prevent the franchise
holder from pledging said franchise as secu-
rity for a valid debt or mortgage.

Section 9.06. Franchise value not to be
allowed.

No value shall be assigned to any franchise
granted by the city in fixing reasonable rates
and charges for utility service within the city
and in determining the just compensation to
be paid by the city for public utility property
which may be acquired by condemnation or
otherwise.

Section 9.07. Right of regulation.

Every grant, renewal, extension or amend-
ment of a public utility franchise, whether so
provided in the ordinance or not, shall be
subject to the right of the council:

(a) To forfeit any such franchise by ordi-
nance at any time for the failure of
holder thereof to comply with the terms
of the franchise, such power to be
exercised only after notice and hear-
ing, and a reasonable opportunity to
correct the default.
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(b) To establish reasonable standards of
service and quality of products and
prevent unjust discrimination in ser-
vice or rates.

(¢) To impose reasonable regulations to
insure safe, efficient and continuous
service to the public.

(d) To examine and audit at any time
during regular business hours the ac-
counts and records of any such utility
which are relevant to the city's right
of regulation, and to require annual
and other reports, including reports
on operation within the city.

(e) To require such compensation and
rental as may be permitted by the
laws of the State of Texas.

Section 9.08. Regulation of rates.

The council shall have full power, after
notice and hearing, to regulate by ordinance,
the rates of every public utility, including
cable television or community antenna tele-
vision systems, operating in the city provided
that no such ordinance shall be passed as an
emergency measure. The City of Pearland
shall have power to employ at the expense of
the grantee expert assistance and advice in
determining a reasonable rate and equitable
profit to the grantee.

Section 9.09. Municipally owned utili-
ties.

Accounts shall be kept for each public
utility owned or operated by the city, in such
manner as to show the true and complete
financial results of such city ownership and
operation, including all assets and liabilities,
appropriately subdivided by classes, depreci-
ation reserve, other reserves and surplus;
also revenues, operating expenses including
depreciation, interest payments, rental and
other disposition of annual income. The ac-
counts shall show actual capital cost to the
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city of each utility owned, also the cost of all
extensions, additions, and improvements and
the source of funds expended for such capital
purposes. The accounts shall show as nearly
as possible the cost of any service furnished
to or rendered by any such utility to any city
department. The council shall cause an an-
nual report to be made by a certified public
accountant and shall publish such report
showing the financial results of such city
ownership and operation, giving the informa-
tion specified in this section and such other
data as the council shall require.
Code reference—Ugtilities, Ch. 30.

Section 9.10. Sales of municipal services.

The council shall have the power and au-
thority to:

(a) In or outside the limits of the city, sell
and distribute water, sell and provide
sewer service, provide for garbage and
trash collection and disposition, and
to provide similar services.

(b) Prescribe the kind of materials used
within or beyond the limits of the city
for such municipal services, inspect
the same and require such materials
to be kept in good order and condition
at all times, make such rules and
regulations as shall be necessary and
proper, and prescribe penalties for non-
compliance with same.

ARTICLE 10. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 10.01. Official oath.

All officers of the city shall, before entering
upon the duties of their respective offices,
take and subscribe to the official oath pre-
scribed in the constitution of the State of
Texas.
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Section 10.02. Public records.

All public records of every office, depart-
ment or agency of the city shall be open to
inspection by any citizen at all reasonable
times, provided that police records and vital
statistics records, and any other records closed
to the public by law, shall not be considered
public records for the purpose of this section.

Section 10.03. Official newspaper.

The council shall contract annually with,
and by resolution designate, a public news-
paper of general circulation in the city as
[the] official organ thereof, and to continue as
such until another is designated, and shall
cause to be published therein all ordinances,
notices and other matter required by this
charter, by the ordinances of the city, or by
the constitution and laws of the State of
Texas, to be published.

Section 10.04. Notice of claim.

In the absence of legally sufficient actual
notice, the city shall not be liable for damages
resulting from death, personal injury, or prop-
erty damage unless the claimant shall have
first filed with the city secretary a written
notice of claim. The city is entitled to receive
notice of claim against it not later than six (6)
months after the day that the incident giving
rise to the claim occurred. The notice must
reasonably describe:

1. The damage or injury claimed,

2. The time and place of the incident;
and,

3. The incident.

Actual notice, to be legally sufficient, shall be
defined by the law of the state, but in no
event shall extend to claims arising from the
discharge of proprietary functions of the city.
(Res. No. R94-22, §8§ I(19), III, ratified 5-7-94,
approved 5-9-94)
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Section 10.05. Provision relating to as-
signment, execution and
garnishment.

The property, real and personal, belonging
to the city shall not be liable to be sold or
appropriated under any writ of execution or
cost bill. The funds belonging to the city in
the hands of any person, firm or corporation,
shall not be liable to garnishment, attach-
ment or sequestration nor shall the city be
liable to garnishment on account of any debt
it may owe or funds or property it may have
on hand or owing to any person. Neither the
city nor any of its officers or agents shall be
required to answer any such writ or garnish-
ment on any account whatever. The city shall
not be obligated to recognize any assignment
of wages or funds by its employees, agents or
contractors.

Section 10.06. City not required to give
security or execute bond.

It shall not be necessary in any action, suit
or proceeding in which the City of Pearland is
a party, for any bond or other security to be
demanded or executed by or on behalf of said
city in any of the state courts, but in all such
actions, suits, appeals or proceedings same
shall be conducted in the manner as if such
bond or other security had been given as
required by law.

Section 10.07. Personal interest in city
contract.

Personal interest in city contracts or any
other actual or potential conflicts of interest
shall be governed by applicable state law,
including Texas Local Government Code Chap-
ter 171.

(Res. No. R90-14, § III, ratified 5-5-90, ap-
proved 5-7-90; Res. No. R2002-147, § I, rat-
ified 9-14-02, approved 9-17-02)

Section 10.08. Nepotism.

No person related within the second de-
gree by affinity, or within the third degree by
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consanguinity to any elected officer of the
city, or to the city manager, shall be ap-
pointed to any office, position or clerkship or
other service of the city. Provided that noth-
ing herein contained shall prevent the ap-
pointment, voting for, or confirmation of an
employee related within the prohibited de-
gree who shall have been continuously em-
ployed in any such office, position, clerkship,
employment or duty for two (2) years prior to
the election to office of any city official or two
(2) years prior to such city manager's appoint-
ment.

Section 10.09. Reserved.

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, repealed former § 10.09 which
pertained to continuation of budget, and de-
rived from the original charter adopted Feb-
ruary 6, 1971.

Section 10.10. Effect of charter on exist-
ing law.

All codes, ordinances, resolutions, rules
and regulations in force in the city on the
effective date of this charter, and not in
conflict with this charter, shall remain in
force until altered, amended or repealed by
the council. All taxes, assessments, liens,
encumbrances and demands, of or against
the city, fixed or established before such date,
or for the fixing or establishing of which
proceedings have begun at such date, shall be
valid when properly fixed or established ei-
ther under the law in force at the time of the
beginning of such proceedings or under the
law after the adoption of this charter.

Section 10.11. Reserved.

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, repealed former § 10.11 which
pertained to interim municipal government,
and derived from Res. No. R90-14, § III,
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ratified May 5, 1990, approved May 7, 1990;
Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(20), III, ratified May 7,
1994 approved May 9, 1994.

Section 10.12. Applicability of general
laws.

The constitution of the State of Texas, the
statutes of said state applicable to home-
ruled municipal corporations, as now or here-
after enacted, this charter and ordinances
enacted pursuant hereto shall in the order
mentioned be applicable to the City of
Pearland, but the city shall also have the
power to exercise any and all powers con-
ferred by the laws of the State of Texas upon
any other kind of city, town or village, not
contrary to the provisions of said home-rule
statutes, charter and ordinances, but the
exercise of any such powers by the City of
Pearland shall be optional with it, and it
shall not be required to conform to the law
governing any other cities, towns or villages
unless and until by ordinance it adopts same.

Section 10.13. Amending the charter.

Amendments to this charter may be framed
and submitted to the voters of the city in the
manner provided by the applicable statute of
the State of Texas.

Section 10.14. Separability clause.

If any section or part of a section of this
charter shall be held invalid by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such holding shall
not affect the remainder of this charter nor
the context in which such section or part of
section so held invalid may appear, except to
the extent that an entire section or part of a
section may be inseparably connected in mean-
ing and effect with the section or part of a
section to which such holding shall directly

apply.
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Section 10.15. Charter review commis-
sion.

The city council shall appoint at its first
regular meeting in January of every sixth
year, beginning with 2019, or more fre-
quently if the city council deems necessary, a
charter review commission of five (5) citizens
of the City of Pearland:

(a) Duties of the commission: It shall be
the duty of such charter review com-
mission to:

(1) Inguire into the operations of the
city government under the char-
ter provisions and determine
whether any such provisions re-
quire revision. To this end public
hearings may be held including a
required final public hearing to
present the official results of the
charter review examination to the
citizens of Pearland. The sched-
ule for public meeting will be
determined by the charter review
commission board members. In
addition, the charter review com-
mission changes and recommen-
dations will also be published in
the newspaper of local circula-
tion. The commission shall have
the power to compel the atten-
dance of any officer or employee
of the city and to require the
submission of any of the city re-
cords which it may deem neces-
sary to the conduct of such hear-
ing.

(2) Propose any recommendations it
may deem desirable to insure com-
pliance with the provisions of this
charter by the several depart-
ments of the city government.

(3) Propose, if it deems desirable,
amendments to this charter to

CHT:30



CHARTER

improve the effective application
of said charter to current condi-
tions.

(4) Report its findings and present
its proposed amendments, if any,
to the city council. Any report of
the commission shall be deliv-
ered to the city attorney at least
thirty (30) days prior to its pre-
sentation to the council. Within
such time, and no later than ten
(10) days prior to its presentation
to the council, the city attorney
shall advise the commission in
writing of any changes in pro-
posed amendments which he/she
deems necessary or desirable. A
copy of the city attorney's recom-
mendations shall be attached to
the report of the commission at
the time of its presentation to the
council.

(b) Action by the city council: The city
council shall receive and have pub-
lished in a newspaper of general cir-
culation in the City of Pearland any
report presented by the charter re-
view commission, shall consider any
recommendations made, and if any
amendments or amendment be pre-
sented as a part of such report may
order such amendment or amend-
ments to be submitted to the voters of
the city in the manner provided by the
applicable statute of the State of Texas.

(¢) Term of office: The term of office of
such charter review commission shall
be six (6) months; and, if during such
term no report is presented to the city
council, then all records of the proceed-
ings of such commission shall be filed
with the person performing the duties
of city secretary and shall become a
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public record. This commission shall
meet at least once every three (3)
months.
(Res. No. 74-7, § 3, ratified 4-6-74, approved
4-15-74; Res. No. R94-22, §§ 1(21), III, ratified
5-7-94, approved 5-9-94; Res. No. R2002-147,
§ II, ratified 9-14-02, approved 9-17-02; Amd.
of 5-19-14)

Section 10.16. Reserved.

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, repealed former § 10.16, which
pertained to submission of charter to voters,
and derived from Res. No. R90-14, § III,
ratified May 5, 1990, approved May 7, 1990.

Section 10.17. Reserved.

Editor’s note—An amendment adopted
May 19, 2014, repealed the former § 10.17
which pertained to meaning of word "city,"
and derived from the original charter ad-
opted February 6, 1971.

Respectfully submitted,
/s/ Glen M. Chaney
Chairman, Pearland Charter Commission

James E. Rozacky

Dale Howard Pryor

Ralph Arnold, Jr.

Mrs. Violet Mushrush

Pat. E. Clark

Dr. Rice Corse

Thomas D. Daughterty, Jr.
James O. DeShazer (Resigned)
Gene O. Jameson

John R. Kubasik

William T. McClelland
Thomas J. Morris

Thomas L. Reeves

derry N. Spencer (Resigned)
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CHARTER COMPARATIVE TABLE

Ord./
Res. Date Date Disposition
No. Ratified Approved Section Art./Sec.

74-7 4- 6-74 4-15-74 3 5.05

8.17
10.15(a)(4)
3.10
4.11

4.12

7.03
3.07(p), 3.10
4.02(a), 4.05
8.17
4.04,

8.19, 8.20
8.21—8.23
8.24—8.27
8.21—8.24
4.01(d)
4.09
4.11

3.01, 3.02, 3.05,
3.08, 3.10

4 4.01—4.04,
4 4.06, 4.08,

4,12

5 5.01,
5.04—5.06

6 6.03—6.05,
6.07, 6.10,

6.11

7 7.01, 7.02
8 8.14, 8.16
10 10.07, 10.11,
10.16

1.02

3.01

3.08
4.01(a)
4.01(d)
4.02(b)
4.04

4.06
4.08(c)
4.08(d)
411

5.05

78-9 4- 1-78 4- 3-78 4

82-16 4- 3-82 4- 5-82 3

84-8 4- 7-84 4- 9-84 4

Rpld
Rnbd

as
86-12 4- 5-86 4- 7-86 3

o i N 000000 W00 O =T i OO 00

R90-14 5- 5-90 5- 7-90 III

R94-22  5- 7-94 5- 9-94 (1), III
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5) Rpld
(6)  Rpld
(7
(8)
9)
(100  Rpld
(11) Rpld
(12)

SUROR RO B OB 0 0
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Ord./
Res. Date
No. Ratified

R98-38 5- 2-98

R2002-147 9-14-02

Amd.

R2010-68 5- 8-10
Amd.
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Date
Approved Section
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
am Rpld
(18)
19)
(20)
(21)
5-11-98 III
Rpld
9-17-02 1II
5-13-06
5-17-10 I
5-19-14
Rpld
Rpld
Added

Rpld
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Disposition
Art./Sec.

4
10
10
1

000U R R RAWWWWOD R WW

10

10
10

5.06
6.01
6.08
7.02
7.02
8.11
10.04
10.11
10.15(a)(1)
3.10,
5.01,
6.03,
6.08
6.12

4.07
10.07
10.15

1.02

3.01

3.08

4.08(¢c)

6.13, 6.14

8.10

3.01

3.06

3.08

3.13

4.08

4.04,

4.09, 4.10

4.12

5.05

6.13

6.20

8.06

8.08

8.08

8.10, 8.11

8.14

8.18

8.22(c)
10.09,
10.11,
10.16, 10.17
10.15



A
AGREEMENTS. See: CONTRACTS AND
AGREEMENTS
AMENDMENTS
Amending the charter...................
ANNEXATIONS
Annexation for all purposes..............
B
BONDS
City not required to give security or exe-
cutebond ......... ... ...l
Issuance of bonds.......................
Official bonds for city employees .........
BOUNDARIES
Detachment of territory .................
C
CHARTER
Amending the charter...................
Applicability of general laws.............
Charter review commission..............
City not required to give security or exe-
cutebond ....... ... ..ol
Effect of charter on existing law .........
Nepotism.........coovviiiiiiinenann.
Notice of claim ................. ... ...
Official newspaper ......................
Officialoath ............... ..ot
Personal interest in city contract.........
Provisions relating to assignment, execu-
tion and garnishment ..............

Publicrecords ..........................
Separability clause......................

CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
General provisions...............ooven..

CITY ATTORNEY
Provisionsre ............. .. ...

CITY BOOKS. See: PUBLIC RECORDS

CITY COUNCIL

All powers of charter vestedin...........
Appointive powers ............c.c.oviinnn.
Compensation ........c.coovvvenineennnnnn
Compeosition................... .. ...
Corporate POWErS ..........ovuveeeeennn
Council as judge of election qualifications.
Duties .......cooiiiiiii i
Elections. See also that title

Government vested in...................
Initiative, referendum and recall. See that

title

Investigation by the city council .........
Mayorprotem...........ccovvuiueennnn.
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Section

10.13

1.03

10.06
8.24
3.11

1.04

10.13
10.12
10.15

10.06
10.10
10.08
10.04
10.03
10.01
10.07

10.05
10.02
10.14

10.15

4.07

3.07(p)
3.07(p)
3.04
3.01
1.01
3.03
4.01(c)

1.01

CITY COUNCIL (Cont'd.)

Meetings......ocvvviviviniiniiiinean,

Minutes, keeping, duties of city secre-

tary. See: City Secretary

Number of members ....................
Powers enumerated . ....................
Qualifications. ...............ccoueina...

Council to be judge of.................
Residency requirements.................
Rules of procedure ......................
Salaries.............ocoiiiiiiiii L,

CITY MANAGER
Appointment ............ ...,
Powers of council.....................
Duties ..o
Qualifications. .............. ..ol
Term ofoffice....................coitt.

CITY SECRETARY
Appointment, generally .................
Minutes and proceedings of council, keep-

CITY TREASURER
Appointment, duties in general ..........

CLAIMS AGAINST CITY
Compromising and settling by council .. ..
Notice of claims.................coe..n.

CONDEMNATION
Dangerous or dilapidated buildings
Condemnation, destruction............
Eminent domain powers.................

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Personal interest in city contracts........

CONSTITUTION AND STATE LAWS
Applicability of general laws.............
Powers of thecity.......................

CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS
General powers............oovvenunean..
Personal interest in city contracts........

CORPORATE SEAL
Authority to have and use...............

COUNCIL. See: CITY COUNCIL
COURTS. See: MUNICIPAL COURTS

D

DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES
OF CITY
Abolishing, consolidating, establishing, di-
viding responsibility, etc. ...........
Boards and commissions
Providing additional boards, etc., ......

Section

3.08

3.01
3.07
3.02
3.03
3.02
3.09
3.04
3.01
3.01
3.06

4.01(a)

1.01
4.01(c)
4.01(a)
4.01(b)

4.03

4.03

4.05

3.07(n)
10.04

3.07(1)(7)
2.03

10.07

10.12
2.01

2.01
10.07

2.01

4.13

3.07(e)



DEPARTMENTS AND OTHER AGENCIES
OF CITY (Cont'd.)
Charter review commission..............
City manager
Powers and duties....................
Department of parks, recreation and beau-
tification .......... ... o oLl
Department of public works .............
Establishing, consolidating, abolishing, dis-
tributing work, ete. ................
Finance, departmentof..................
Investigation into municipal affairs by city
council ........... ..o ool
Planning and zoning commission.........

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
Appointment and duties.................

ELECTIONS
Ballots.......c.ocooivii i
Conductof .......coovvvviiniiiin.
Election by majority ....................
Filing foroffice .........................
Officialoath ......... .. ... ... . ...,
Qualified voters. .................... ...
Regular elections .......................

EMERGENCIES
Emergency appropriations...............

EMPLOYEES. See: OFFICERS AND EM-
PLOYEES

EXECUTION
Provision relatingto ....................

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Cooperation with, contracting with.......

FINANCES
Appropriations
Contingent appropriations ............
Emergency........covviiiiiiinninn.
Audit and examination of city books and
accounts .......... ..,
Budget
Adoption
Council authority ..................
Date of final adoption ..............
Voterequired......................
Amendment before adoption...........
Anticipated revenues compared with
other yearsin ..................
Appropriations established by .........
Budget a publicrecord................
City manager, duties .................
Contingent appropriation .............
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Section

10.15
4.01(c)

4.12
4.10

3.07(a)
4.05

3.07(d), 8.12
7.01

4.05

5.05
5.03
5.06
5.04
10.01
5.02
5.01

8.16

10.05

2.01

8.14
8.16

3.13

3.07(b)
8.10
8.09
8.08

8.03
8.12
8.05
4.01(c)
8.14

CHTi:2

FINANCES (Cont'd.)

Effective date; certification; public avail-
ability ........ ...l
Notice of public hearing on budget.....
Preparation and submission of budget .
Proposed expenditures compared with
otheryears .....................
Public hearing of budget ..............
Disbursement of funds ..................
Estimated expenditures shall not exceed
estimated resources................
Fiscalyear ............. ... ..ot
Issuance of bonds.......................
Purchase procedure.....................
Taxation
Powertotax.........................
Property subject to tax; rendition, ap-
praisal and assessment..........
Taxliens .........covvvveiennn,

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Provisionsre .............ccoiiiuiinnnn.

FRANCHISES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES

Franchise value not to be allowed........
Grant not to be exclusive................
Municipally owned utilities..............
Ordinances granting franchise...........
Power to grant franchise ................
Powers of thecity.......................
Regulation of rates......................
Right of regulation......................
Sales of municipal services ..............
Transfer of franchise....................

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL

Adoption of ordinances ..................
Ballots for initiative or referendum
Form of ballots.......................
Form of recall petition ..................
Franchise ordinances. ...................
Further regulation by city council........
General powers.............coovuvunnnn.
Inconsistent ordinances .................
Initiative petition
Generally.................c..cooul .
Ordinances passed by popular vote, repeal
oramendment.....................
Petition forrecall .......................

Presentation to city council ...........

Public hearing toheld ................

Various papers constituting ...........
Petitions. See herein specific types

Section

8.11
8.06
8.02

8.04
8.07
8.18

8.15
8.01
8.24
8.17

8.19

8.20
8.22
8.23
8.21

4.09

9.06
9.03
9.09
9.04
9.02
9.01
9.08
9.07
9.10
9.05

6.18

6.16
6.04
6.22
6.21
6.01
6.19

6.13

6.20
6.03
6.08
6.09
6.04
6.06
6.07
6.05



INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL
(Cont'd.)
Proposed and referred ordinances
Publication .............cooiiin
Recall election
Ballots ......cooviviiiiiiii
Calling .........coviiiiiiiian,
Recall petitions. See within this title:
Petition for Recall
Restrictions.................. ... . ...
Results...............coooiiiiit,
Referendum
Generally................coviiint.
Scopeofrecall ................... ... ...
Voluntary submission of legislation by the
council . ...

JURISDICTION
Council powers ...........ovvevveenannn,

LAWS OF CITY
General laws, applicability ..............

M
MAPS. See: SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS

MUNICIPAL COURTS
City attorney .. .............coiiiiinn,
Provisionre ..............coouviiinnnnn.

MUNICIPAL PLANNING AND ZONING
Development of property ................
Planning and zoning commission.........

Platting of property.....................
N
NEPOTISM
General provisions......................
(o)
OATHS
Official oath . ......... ... ... .. ...
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Nepotism............coovviiiiiinnen..
Official bonds for city employees .........
Provision relating to assignment, execu-
tion and garnishment ..............

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS. See: PUBLIC RE-
CORDS

OFFICIAL RECORDS. See: PUBLIC RE-
CORDS
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Section

6.17
6.09
6.08
6.11

6.10

6.14
6.02

6.15

3.07(m)

10.12

4.07
4.06

7.04
7.01
7.03

10.08

10.01

10.08
3.11

10.05

ORDINANCES RESOLUTIONS, ETC.
Effect of charter on existing laws.........
Enactment of local legislation, council pow-

Form of government ....................
General powers..............c.ccvvuunnn.
Procedure for passing ordinances ........

P

PARKS AND RECREATION
Department of parks, recreation and beau-
tification
Appointment, function, ete.............

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Appointment, composition, functions and
duties. ...t

PLATS. See: SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS

PLAYGROUNDS
Department of parks, recreation and beau-
tification ........ ... ... oL,

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Chief of police
Generally...................ovena
Establishment and maintaining..........
General powers...................oounn
Special police.................... ... ...

POWERS OF CITY
Adoption of general powers..............
Eminent domain powers.................
General powers.........................
Incorporation of city, powers vested with
municipal council, ete...............

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES
Incorporation of city ....................
General powers................ccouun...

PROPERTY
Development of property ................
Platting of property .....................

PUBLIC RECORDS

Audit and examination of city books and
accounts ............ ...l
City secretary, duties....................
General provisions......................
Inspection, open to public inspection, etc. .
Investigations by city council ............
Official newspapers .....................
Production of books, papers and other evi-

dence
Council investigative powers ..........

S

SURVEYS, MAPS AND PLATS
Platting of property.....................
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Section

10.10

1.01
1.01
2.01
3.10

4.12

7.01

4.12

4.02(a)
4.02
2.01

4.02(b)

2.02
2.03
2.01

2.02

1.02
2.01

7.04
7.03

3.13
4.03
10.02
10.02
3.12
10.03

3.12

7.03



TAXATION. See: FINANCE

TERRITORY
Detachment of territory .................

TREASURER. See: CITY TREASURER

U

UTILITIES
Franchises and public utilities...........
See: FRANCHISES AND PUBLIC UTIL-
ITIES
General powers....................ooun

VEHICLES FOR HIRE
Power to regulate, license, fix charges on
fares. ...

WARRANTS OR NOTES
General powers..................oooue.

WATER AND SEWERS
Council authority to provide, required con-
nections, etc. .......... ...l
Department of public works, functions. . ..

WRITS, WARRANTS AND OTHER PRO-
CESSES
Council investigative authority ..........

Z

ZONING
Zoning plan, adoption and modification. ..
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Section Section

1.04

.01 et seq.

2.01

3.07(b)

2.01

3.070)
4.10

3.12

3.07()
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